Email from Deb Quigley – in Thailand May 2007: 
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How do I describe the fun we are having?

 

Is it the delicious Thai food for every meal?

Is it the new and strange fruits that our new friends have introduced us to? (yes, even durian - must be THE strangest - and strangely delightful - sensation of a food - ever - nevermind the smell)

Is it the beautiful children from the Hmong and Lua hilltribes in the north, dressed in their traditional attire?

Is it the love that my friend, Tip, and her sister, family, and staff, share with these children?

Is it the elephant ride we all had yesterday?

Is it the awesome temples of 400+ years ago that this area is so famous for?

Is it the fabulous new hotel we are staying at? (thanks to Tip's nephew)

Is it the daily massages at the hotel spa that await us? (well, we have just been sooo busy having too much fun, but we will indulge tonight)

Is it the dance party we had last night until after midnight? After the kids played, sang to, and danced to their traditional Thai music, and after much coaxing, they joined in with Derek in some hip-hop steps (what a sight - all in their native dress!) and then . . . even some break dancing! Tess Cacchiatore then melded it all together into a new hip hop Thai fusion dance.

 

Nancy, besides the children being from different hill tribes, they are trying to bring in some Karen children also, to show the Thai government how the children from warring tribes can work together for the benefit and future of all of their children. How amazing is that?

 

Gotta go. Today Tess will be interviewing the kids, Derek, and Oct (Tip's 27 yr old niece who is a teacher at the school and speak fluent English) and hopefully my bags full of goodies and the wall-mural will finally arrive this morning (after 3 days of pleading and many promises - the bags have been stuck in Saigon for some reason). We have 10 bunkbeds assembled and then we can finally dress them up with the colorful sheets I brought, along with the wall-mural: a fubulous photo op!

 

With much love and gratitude for providing this life time experience.

Deborah

