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From Laura Schultz to all F/As who helped transport AAL duvets to Buenos Aires
Dear friends

The Center "Gotitas de Esfuerzo", is located in the upper part of San Carlos de Bariloche, Argentina. Iris Minioz, a nurse, started this project in 2000 working with 20 children with severe problems of malnutrition. As time went by, more needs were discovered  and very poor families living nearby asked for help. At the present time the center provide food to 100 people, children, elderly men and women. Besides food, they have a very small kitchen where they teach how to cook nutritional meals with inexpensive basic ingredients, 

Every Saturday 19 volunteers from a nearby construction school, help finish the improvements the place needs and, now that funds have been raised to buy the needed materials, they will start constructing  a lavatory.

[image: image5.jpg]Through Airline Ambassadors, American Airlines donated 150 duvets (Thank you Robert Strebel  of Miami cabin service). Those Duvets are arriving in BA thanks to the incredible Help of MIA based F/A's , who are carrying them from MIA operations to their Hotel in BA. Where I pick them up and send them to Bariloche by bus. 
On monday sept 17th, several journalists from the local TV and radio, came to visit the place, and I was able to talk to them and to the public in general about this project.   People became aware of what we are doing at Gotitas and lots of locals came by the center to offer some in-kind aid, help, and donations.  Bariloche is located in the southern part of Argentina, in the geographical area of Patagonia. It is the Hub of Argentina's Lake District, amid beautiful landscapes of lakes, forests and snow-capped mountains. It is also well known as a famous Ski Resort. But, since I was born in Bariloche I know the darker side of this Touristic atraction.

In some pictures you can see the main building where they serve a meal every day. In another pictures you can see an elderly man who was very thankful after receiving some clothes and one of the duvets. This was a very cold winter, so these duvets are really needed there. Also you can see some kids, who were there to pick up their blanket and food.
Flight attendants flying to EZE and wanting to continue bringing aid to us on their flights should notify Airline Ambassadors’ Mireille Hanna at Mirei075@aol.com or by leaving a message at 954 455 3616.  There are many items awaiting transport.
Thank you ! Your help has made and will continue to make  a difference.
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Images from Gotitas de Esfuerzo
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                       Laura Schultz,   EZE  based Flight Attendant
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