Chiapas Mission report.
Destination: San Cristobal de las Casas, Chiapas, Mexico. 9/18/07 through 9/22/07

I was joined by Jerry Maples who drove his truck from Mission, TX.  He brought with him large amount of aid kits from the supply we store in his garage
The first day we met with director of Global Pediatric Alliance who was on a visit from San Francisco.  She was joined by two other staff members who took us to visit one of their project. Luna Maya.  I have attached a brochure illustrating the work done by that organization to promote safe pregnancy and
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Jerry and me with GPA team

 delivery.  We offered them newborn kits that they will be giving to each one of the women who delivers a baby in their facilities.  

We then went for a return visit to El Hogar Communitario and gave them some newborn kits and a bag of baby and toddler clothes. I am attaching a brochure and newsletter that explains their work and mission. 

We had a meeting with GPA members and spoke about the possibility of combining distribution of hygiene kits with their health training missions.

The second day we had a morning meeting at Caritas.  We delivered clothing and spoke of the possibility we could sponsor chicken and rabbit coops in various communities.  The leaders of the community of San Isidro arrived and they were offered a presentation on the benefits of dry latrines designed by Habitat for Humanity.  Since there is a bit of material left from construction of the 35 stoves, it will be used to construct one dry latrine in the center of the hamlet.  It was decided that Caritas would send  representatives to talk to the gathered community of San Isidro about the installation and how to care and use the latrine so that it does not become a well of infections.
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Don Mariano learns about dry latrines

Additional latrines will only be installed if they demonstrate that they are making proper use of the one we shall provide.

We then had a separate meeting with the leaders of San Isidro and the issue of the loan to buy the land they need was discussed.  The narrow ribbon of land that is for sale at $800.00 is simply the street frontage of land already owned by the community.    It will permit them to establish a shop right on the new freeway and offer the convenience of parking space in the rear.  The San Isidran had already saved $150.00 for the purchase.  It was decided that I would loan them the balance and that they would repay the loan at $40.00 per month, that is approximately $1.00 per family.  

In the afternoon we went to the Colonia 5 de Marzo to visit the family of a little girl scheduled for heart surgery in Comitan.  Jerry offered to drive her and her mother to Comitan and to pay for her mother’s  one week stay at a hotel near the hospital.  This he did after my departure.
The third day we went to San Isidro and gave the women hygiene kits. The school teacher received a box of school supplies and the children a school kit each.  The motor on one of the two corn mills we purchased for them in May was not working properly.  Jerry took it upon himself to transport it to San Cristobal and have it fixed.   I discussed the terms of the loan with the gathered community and a positive vote was taken.   Prior to my departure, I had a chat with the women and learned that they really needed chanclas, that is what they call the cheap rubber sandals they all wear.
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Hey hey…here come the school  supplies!

My afternoon was spent looking for a wholesale dealers of chanclas at the central market in San Cristobal.  I ordered 25 pairs in assorted sizes and picked them up prior to going to the airport the next morning.

The GPA people departed for Yajalon  where they are offering an ongoing training to the indigenous midwives.  I gave them 79  school kits plus extra school supplies and teenage girl clothing for the Yashalum youth hotels.
After picking up the sandals and dropping off a box of school supplies at the Cinco de Marzo kindergarten, Jerry drove me and a departing members of GPA to the airport in Tuxtla. 
After my departure, Jerry drove the Caritas people to San Isidro for the presentation of the latrine project and he simultaneously delivered the sandals I purchased.
[image: image4.jpg]



Lucia with LDS bag of school supplies
It was a good mission as 

We delivered new born kits and baby clothes to two great grassroots organizations that deserve our support  

We were introduced to Luna Maya, another wonderful organization helping young pregnant girls and women.

We delivered school supplies to two schools, and school kits to 100 children. A hygiene kit was given to each of 35 family in San Isidro.

The land purchase for San Isidro was settled and I believe this will be an opportunity for the community to rise above poverty.  They will sell their handcrafts and farm products in a shop they will build right on the freeway.  There is also a future plan for them to offer rustic meals to travelers.  
The little girl needing heart surgery was driven to Comitan and her mother placed in a secure hotel for one week.
Plans for the introduction of a first dry latrine in San Isidro were concretized with Caritas.
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