A MISSION TO GUATEMALA
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Joined by a stupendous dream team, I spent a wonderful week in Guatemala this past July.  The participants ranged from age eleven to 86 and a good time and much good work was done by all.   We spent our first day in DUenas where Teresa Quinonez, director of Open Windows Foundation took us to visit the town.  We delivered disposable gloves to the volunteer firemen and the women’s clinic before paying a visit at the home of scholarship students in the OW program.  Everyone was just astonished by the conditions in which the families live and understood the importance of the secondary school scholarships for the future of the children and their families and how much the school supplies and clothing items we brought were needed.
We returned to Open Windows Library where Teresa and her staff kept us busy repacking into family portions the large sacks of rice and beans the group had purchased. We made 90 hampers before we were invited to partake in the delicious lunch prepared by Teresa.  The children arrived after school, at 2.00 p.m.
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Our group joined the scholastic activities dedicated that day to syntax: what each part of the sentence are called and how to use them.  Later every one joined in more playful endeavors that lasted till five o’clock when the children departed and we discovered a long line of women of women working in the coffee plantations had formed and awaited, patiently, under the rain, for the distribution of food hampers to start.  We rushed to get it done before it started pouring and wasted no time in speeches or any other form of ceremony….
The hotel served us another stupendous buffet breakfast before our early departure for Panajachel.  We arrived at the home of the 

founder of Mayan Families just in time to help and learn how to make tamales and tortillas
After a delicious lunch we departed for San Jorge where we were to distribute sewing machines to the graduates of Mayan Families’ sewing course.  The women had been waiting for the machines since last November and were very excited watching us unload them.  Each member of the group was able to hand one machine to a very happy seamstress.
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We visited some of the women’s homes and, here too, the participants, especially the younger ones, were quite affected by the conditions in which these smiling women and their children live in.

The following morning found us in San Pedro where we visited the school and distributed toys to the kids in kindergarten and first grade.

There was just enough time left for the younger participants to enjoy riding a zip Line in a tropical forest
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For more information and to participate contact: mireio75@aol.com
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while the “old ones” indulged in a different kind of sport: shopping among the craft laden shops in Panajachel.  Lugging our many purchases, we all reassembled at the van for our return to Antigua and farewell dinner.

Everyone agreed that only one bad thing could be said about the trip:  It was too perfect and could never be duplicated.   Hah….just join the next one on October 27th and see if we can’t do that!

Next Missions to Guatemala

October 27th, 2008

Christmas mission and party at Open Windows:  December 11th, 2008
Mission to Chiapas (San Cristobal and Yajalon) .  Date to be announced.
